
 
 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
North Coast Region 

 
Complaint No. 98-55 

 
For 

 
Administrative Civil Liability 

 
In The Matter Of 

 
City Of Santa Rosa 

Failure To Comply With Waste Discharge Requirements, 
Order No. 95-18 Prescribed By 

The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 

Sonoma County 
 
The Executive Officer of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, North 
Coast Region (hereinafter the Regional Water Board), hereby gives notice that: 
 
1. The City of Santa Rosa is alleged to have violated an order of the Regional Water 

Board for which the Regional Water Board may impose civil liability under 
Section 13385(a) of the California Water Code. 

 
2. An evidentiary hearing on this matter was held before the Regional Water Board 

on May 28, 1998 in the Regional Water Board Hearing Room at 5550 Skylane 
Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  At the conclusion of the hearing, the 
Regional Water Board directed the Executive Officer to issue an administrative 
civil liability complaint to the City of Santa Rosa. 

 
3. A subsequent hearing on this matter may be held before the Regional Water 

Board on August 27, 1998.  The City of Santa Rosa or its representatives will 
have an opportunity to be heard and to contest the allegations in this complaint 
and the imposition of civil liability by the Regional Water Board.  Testimony at 
the August hearing may be limited to new evidence that was not available at the 
time of the evidentiary hearing.  At the hearing, the Regional Water Board will 
consider whether to affirm, reject, or modify the proposed administrative civil 
liability or whether to refer the matter to the Attorney General for recovery of 
judicial civil liability. 

 
Allegations 

 
4. The City of Santa Rosa is alleged to have violated a Waste Discharge Prohibition 

contained in Regional Water Board Order No. 95-18, NPDES Permit No. 
CA0022764, Waste Discharge Requirements for the City of Santa Rosa, Laguna 
Subregional Wastewater Treatment, Reuse, and Disposal Facilities. 
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5. The following Waste Discharge Prohibition of Regional Water Board Order No. 

95-18 is alleged to have been violated: 
 
 A.  WASTE DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS 
 

5. The discharge of untreated wastewater from anywhere within the collection, 
treatment, or disposal facility is prohibited. 

 
6. The following facts are the basis for the alleged violations: 

 
1. On February 19, 1998, an estimated 31,500 gallons of untreated 

wastewater was discharged to the Laguna de Santa Rosa. 
 

2. The discharge was caused by a manhole overflow on the Llano Trunk 
Sewer due to surcharged lines because of high influent flows into the 
Laguna Subregional Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

 
3. The manhole cover should have been bolted to the manhole with four 

bolts.  City staff inspected the manhole on September 4, 1997 and noted 
that only one bolt was holding down the lid.  There were no threads on the 
other three tie-downs due to corrosion.  These three tie-downs were not 
repaired prior to the February 19, 1998 overflow.  The discharge was not 
susceptible to cleanup. 

 
7. In determining the amount of civil liability, the Regional Water Board took into 

consideration the nature, circumstances, extent, and gravity of the violation, and, 
with respect to the violator, the ability to pay, any prior history of violations, the 
degree of culpability, economic benefit or savings, if any, resulting from the 
violation, and other matters that justice may require.  The Regional Water Board 
adopted the discussion of the above factors contained in the staff report. 

 
8. Pursuant to Section 15321, Title 14, California Code of Regulations, this is an 

enforcement action for the protection of the environment and as such is exempt 
from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

 
9. The Executive Officer of the Regional Water Board was directed to issue a 

complaint with a proposed administrative civil liability in the amount of $5,000. 
 

Waiver of Hearing 
 
10. You may waive the right to a future hearing.  If you wish to waive the hearing, 

please check and sign the waiver and return it together with a cashier's check or 
money order, made payable to the State Water Resources Control Board, for the 
amount of civil liability proposed in paragraph 9 above within 20 days of receipt 
of this complaint to the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, North 
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Coast Region, 5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, CA  95403.  This 
settlement will not become effective until after a 30 day public comment period. 

 
Certification 
 
I, Lee A. Michlin, Executive Officer, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, 
true, and correct copy of a Complaint issued 
by the Executive Officer of the California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
North Coast Region, on May 28, 1998. 
 
 
______________________________ 

Lee A. Michlin 
Executive Officer 

 
 
 
(98ovcom.doc) 


